3 8 


— 


»* 


= 
— 


— 


/ 
* * * 


- 


. ©. (Price Six- Pence.) 


a *£ 
. 


4 
— „ 
* 
: 
ö 
- 
= 
3 * 
OS 
* 
3 
4 * 
Ad; 
N 3 
9 
# 12 3 - 
_ 
- "WM . . 4 
” 7 5: 8) 
r * [ELL 
5 © 
| 
- % | 
by. 7 
* . 
„ 
* n 


N 3 * 
8 I ä g 4 * TIT . 4 I, * * > 8 | ; ; * | 
= E * | N . ” 8 3 * 5 2 4 * £ n n n 1 
6 a * N * 5 * D hog * ? 2 pay 7 n F 55 a bn 
5 x ow a 5 ; g — 8 n ES <a * 2 N — n: 3 22 — b 4 * * 3 
g . 
. 
. 
* 
* * 
F 
( * 
s Fl * " % 
f FS 
* / f | 
a 
7 * * 
— b | 
; * * 
4 
* 
- * 4 i 
4 5 
5 
* * 
n * 
4 A 1 
. : 2 ; 
d = y 
o : 


. 4 
* 
* 
3 7 — q 1 * ; 
2 1 R 1 . 72 
1 : % 
* 0 * 
% 2285 EN 
8 7 3 
Ve, F ” . 4 
— k 
Mt 7 N 
=» . N - 
' 
4 as i . 
* To * * 
* * 
* 
6 : 1 
A * 
* » 
2 8 5 
* 
. 1 * 
LY * 
* 
* 3 = F4 | 
* 4 * j 
4 3 
-» ; 1 b 
= * 
pw” 
* 1 . 7 55 * 
SE. 7 : 
11 > G 
* 4 4 
8 ' 
F * 
' ; * © 4 
* 71 ” * 
: N - 
n > 
4 S ' 7 
4 7 1 * 
* . 
2 * 4 . 
* 
; . 
| f 
* 
| = 
* 
i, . 5 * , 4 $5 * . , F thi aac 
| — 
4 . 
4 e 5 
| f 0 
4 Es CST 7 + x Eg” 


A BIA „ n 


| ACCOUNT 


OF THE 


LIP E and Cna RACTER 
WF 


' GEORGE CASTRIOT, 


2 — 


King of Epirus and Albania, 
Commonly called, 


SCANDERBEG. 


Inſcribed to the 
| SpxcrTarors of the Chriſtian HERO. 


£1 


LONDON: 


| Printed for J. Roszzrs, at the Oxford- Arms, 
in Warwick-lane. 1735. 


(Price Six-Pence.) 


e r eg n 


S&% ft” 


5 
1 W * 8 
a _ ſan: ot 5 mon „„ es , 
a n „ —— S N, r 7 «<> 73. r 4 
EP ann N N 8 nn "ES > 3 1 
EIT WT Ry 4s PP ˙· 1A ¹1·⁰˙⁰⁰rA·r Ä 


2 * 1 . o 192, as wh 
CE rr ce eo ad oa ea ata 


A Brief Art ants 


wn 1 0 the Liſe of Scanderbæeg 
is certainly as full of the moſt 
ſurpriſing Events, his Actions 
as wonderful, and his Charac-. 
ter as perfect and exalted, as 
any of the ancient Heroes of 
Greece or Rome; yet for Want of a Homer or. 
a Virgil, a Plutarch or a Livy, to celebrate 
his Praiſe, or write his Life in a Manner 
 Gvorthy of him, there are great Numbers, 
who are converſant with the Claſſic as well 
as other Writers, who know very little of 
Scanderbeg, beſides his Name: So neceſlary 
to the Fame even of the greateſt Men, is an 
elegant Poet, or faithful Hiſtorian. 


f A 2 The 


NA 


\ 
” . The Tragedy of the Chriſtian Hero, now 
75 in Rehearſal at the Theatre Royal in Drury 
* _ Lane, is, as we have been credibly informed, 
founded on that wonderful and important- 
Circumſtance in the Life of Scanderbeg, his 
raiſing the Siege of Croia, after it had been 
inveſted near ſix Months by the numerous 
Troops of the Turkiſh Sultan, Amurath the 
Second; who died, after infinite Vexation and 
Diſappointment, of Grief and Rage, under 
the Walls of the City. We judge it there- 
fore neceſſary at this Time to give the Pub- 
lick ſome Account, collected from the moſt 
Authentick Authors, of the Life and Charac- 
ter of this excellent Prince; that thoſe, who 
are as yet unacquainted with the Story, may 
by reading this, beſides the Inſtruction and 
Entertainment they may find in it, be the 
(OK better able to juge of the Play, when it ſhall 
appear upon the Stage. = 1 
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It may give Light to the following Hiſtory 
to obſerve that Albania, the Country of Scan- 
dlerbeg, is in that Part of Greece which lies 
between Dalmatia and Achaia, on the Adria- 
tick and Jonian Seas; and includes in it ſome? 
Parts of the ancient Kingdoms of Epirus and 
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| Macedon, and of the Provinces of Liburnia, 
EE Dalmatia and Illyria, and is ſuppoſed to have 
1 taken it's preſent Name, which is but mo- 
' 38 dern, from a Colony of Albanians, a Peo- 
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ple of Aſia ; who coming into Europe and 


fettling there, in time communicated their 
Name to the Country. 


After the Conqueſt of Greece by Paulus 
AEmilius and others, Albania, tho* not then 
known by that Name, was incorporated with 
ſome adjacent Countries and ſo became Part of 


a Roman Province under the Government of 


the Pręfectus Pretorio of Illyrium. At the 
Divifion of the Empire it was allotted to the 
Emperors of Conſtantinople, and fo remain'd 


still the Decline of their Power; when the Go- 


vernment of it fell to the Family of the 
Caſtriots, who were generally called Kings of 


Epirus, as a Country of the greateſt Antiquity 


and Fame, but Albania was certainly the 


moſt powerful and wealthy Part of their Do- 


minions, and Croia, it's Metropolis, the Seat 
of their Reſidence. N 


Fohn Caſtriot and Voi ſava, a Prince and 
Princeſs celebrated by the Hiſtorians of that 


Age for their uncommon Perfections of Mind 


and Body, were the Parents of our Hero. 


They had beſides him three Sons and five 
Daughters. The untimely Fate of the three 
elder Sons, whoſe Names were Repoſtus, 
Staniſ/a and Conſtantine, we ſhall mention 
hereafter : of the Daughters we find little 


more recorded than that they were married to 


Chriſtian Princes and Noblemen ſuitable to 


their 


their Rank. George Caſtriot, or Scanderbeg, 
which laſt Name was given him by the Turks 

and is the ſame by which Alexander the Great 
is known amongſt them, the fourth and 

youngeſt Son, was born at Croia in the Year 
1405. 


The Overthrow of Bajazet by Tamerlane 
ſeem'd for a time to have put an End to the 
ſpreading Empire of the Ottomans; but after 
the Death of that victoricus Prince, Mahomet 
the Second, the Son of Bajazet, recover' d 
his Father's Kingdom, which his Son Amurath 
the Second vaſtly increaſed by his Conqueſts 
both in Aſia and Europe. He was a Prince of 
Courage enough and ſet no Bounds to his Am- 
bition ; but upon the leaſt Diſappointment 
exceeding fretfull and impatient, eſpecially in 
Huis old Age; zealous in his Religion, a pro- 
found Politician, a Commander of great Expe- 
rience and for the moſt part ſucceſsfull in his 
+ Enterprizes; the moſt beloved by his Subjects 

and the moſt faithfull Obſerver of his Word, 

of any of the Turſbiſh Sultans either before or 
after him; not that he was always a Slave to 
it (his Perfidiouſneſs to the Ca/trzots is a noto- 
rious Inſtance of the contrary.) No, that was 
not to be expected from an Arbitrary Prince 
and an Orthodox Mahometan, as Amurath was. 
The Bigot and the Tyrant, how good ſoever 
the natural Diſpoſition may be, will ſome- 
times get the better of the Man. 


Amurath 
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Amurath, in the Beginning of his Reign, 


met with ſome {Oppoſition firſt from an Im- 


poſter who pretended to be Muſtapha, the Son 
of his Grand Father Bajazet; and ſoon after 
from his own younger Brother of the ſame 
Name. But his Courage and good Fortune 
having put an End to theſe domeſtick Trou- 
bles by the Death of both the Mufaphas, he 
quickly convinced the neighbouring Princes, 


who had aſſiſted his Competitors, that he was 
not to be offended with Impunity. The 


 Mahometan King of Caramania in Afia paid 
his Life for his Temerity; ſo did the Chrittian 
Prince of Smyrna; which City with it's Di- 
ſtrict, Anurath conquer'd and added to his 
other Acquifitions in Ma. Greece next felt 
the Effects of his Reſentment, or rather of 


his Ambition, which inceſſantly urged him to 
ſeize all Advantages to inlarge his Dominions. 
His numerous Troops with almoſt incredible 


Celerity ſubdued Achaia, Theſſaly and Mace- 
don. Athens, perhaps unprepared for Reſiſt- 


ence, tamely ſubmitted to the intolerable. 


Yoke of Turkiſh Bondage; and Theſſalonica, 
after a brave Defence, being taken by Storm, 
ſuffer'd all the Miſery that an inraged and 
barbarous Enemy, licenſed to plunder, maſ- 
ſacre and inſlave, cou'd poſſibly inflict. John 
Caſtriot, King of Epirus and Albanja, who 
ba with Grief the Supineneſs of the Greek 
Emperor, reſolved to guard againſt — 
= | | S 
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He knew Amurath was preparing to attack 


him, and prudentl choſe rather to meet him 


on the Borders of Macedon, than wait for him 
in Albania. This wile Conduct not only pre- 
ſerved his Dominions from being the Seat of 
War, but enabled him to annoy the Enemy 
with little Loſs on his Part; the Mountains, 
which part Macedon from Epirus,being a very 


happy Situation for that Purpoſe. Amurath, 


ſoon weary of a War that was likely to prove 
Jo tedious and expenſive, and which in the 
mean while put a Stop to the Career of his 


Victories, was eafily induced to hearken to 


Terms of Accomodation, and yielded at 
2.85 to leave Caſtriot the free and quiet 


Poſſeſſion of his Crown and Kingdom, and to 
make a perpetual Peace with him; Conditions 
not to be refuſed by a Prince comparatively 


ſo weak as the King of Epirus, and which 


the haughty Su/tan wou'd certainly have de- 


nied to the Emperor of Conſtantinople. There 


was but one Difficulty to overcome and that 


to a Prince leſs generous than Caſtriot had 
been inſuperable. Amurath demanded his 
four Sons as Hoſtages. *Tis eaſy to judge 
how bitter this Propoſal muſt be to an affec- 


tionate Father: but conſidering what he ow'd 


to his brave and loyal Subjects, whom the 
leaſt Misfortune wou'd have expoſed to in- 
evitable Ruin, and truſting to the Sultan's 
Honour who tho' known to be a vindicti ve 
and implacable Enemy, was nevertheleſs e- 

ſteemed 


(9) 


ſteem'd an in violable er of his Word, 
the afflicted King complied. Amurath receiv- 
ed the Royal Pledges, and ending the War 
carried them with him to Adrianople. We 
don't find that Caſtriot had any Difference 
with the Sultan afterwards, and muſt there- 
fore conclude that theſe Princes, during the 
Life of their Father, were uſed with all the 


KReſpect and Honour due to their Rank and 


IJ Characters. | | c 


George Caſtriot, tho' not above eight Years 
of Age when he came to Adrianople, was 
quickly diftinguiſh'd and admir'd by the Su/- 
tan and the whole Seraglio. His extraordina- 
ry Beauty, Majeſtick Deportment, Wit, 
Viracity and Greatneſs of Mind charmed all 
who had the Opportunity of being acquainted 
wich him. Amurath pleaſed with his promiſ- 
ing Genius, appointed him a Retinue, a Ta- 


manner as his own Sons, in the Mahometan 
Religion, and all the Sciences as far as they 
were known in the Tyrkih Court. And being 
determined, as it afterwards appeared, never 
co part with him, he forced him to ſubmit to 
Circumciſion, and gave him the Magnificent 
Name of Scanderbeg, or Alexander. Hoping 
no Doubt, conſidering his tender Age, by 
8 theſe Means to extinguiſh in him the very 
Memory of the Chriſtian Religion, his Fa- 
ther's Houſe and native Country. Scander- 
2 B beg”s 


ble and Tutors to inſtruct him, in the ſame 
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| beg's Improvement, eſpecially in Martial 
Exerciſes, ſo pleaſed the Sultan, that having 
Wars in MNatolia he took him with him, 
where he gave ſuch Proofs of his Wiſdom 
and Courage, that, at nineteen Years of Age, 
Amurath gave him the Command of five thou- 
ſand Horf> and ſoon after the Title of Baſſa. 
Returning himſelf into Europe, he left him 
to Command all his Troops in the leſſer Ha z 
which he did with ſo much Succeſs, that from 
thence Amurath uſed frequently to call him, 
his right Eye, his right Hand, his Defence 
and the Augmentor of his Domimions. 


Scanderbeg, in his Return to Adrianople, 
killed a Gigantick Tartar, eſteem'd invinci- 
ble, in ſingle Combat. And ſome Time 
after, being with Amurath at Burſia in Bithy- 
nia, he encounter'd two Per ſian Champions, 
famous for their Strength and Courage, and 
who had publickly challenged any two Men 
in the Sultans Army, with the ſame Succeſs. 


However pleaſing to a youthfull, courage- 
ous and high Spirited Prince Honour and 
Fame may be, yet Scanderbeg's Love of Truth 
was ſuperior to theſe Temptations. He was 
conſtantly attended, when in the Field, by 
ſome Chriſtian Soldiers, Natives of Albania, 
by whom he was ſecretly inſtructed and con- 
firmed in the Chriſtian Religion. The main- 
taining of which and the civil Liberty of his 

OT Country 


art) 
Country was his governing Principle, during 
the whole Courſe of his laborious and impor- 
tant Life. *Tis no Wonder therefore, that 
being ſent with a numerous Army againſt 
the Hungarians he avoided all Occaſions of 
giving them Battle. He behaved however 
with ſuch Prudence and Circumſpection, 
that he loft no Reputation, nor drew upon 
himſelf the leaſt Suſpicion from the ſubtle 
and miſtruſtful Sultan. | 


Soon after Scanderbeg% Return from the 
Hungarian War, Amurath receiv'd an Ac- 
count of the Death of John Caſtriot, the 
Father of our Hero; upon which he diſ- 
patched Sebalia, a Baſſa of great Courage 
and Experience, with a powerful Army in- 
to Albania; who immediately took Poſſeſſion 
of whole Kingdom, telling the People who 
were ſurprized and without a Leader, that 
he came as a Friend by the Sultan's Order 
only to prevent Innovations, and ſecure the 
Country for the Intereſt of the Hoſtage 
Prince, on whom the Succeſſion was devol- 
ved; and to whom, on his Arrival which 
they were ſhortly to expect, it ſhould be 
ſafely deliver'd. In the mean time Amurath, 
who intended nothing leſs, cauſed the three 
elder Brothers of Scanderbeg to be ſecretly 
deſtroy'd by Poiſon, and reduced this Chriſti- 
an Kingdom to the miſerable Condition of 
a Turkiſh Province. The Liberty which this 
brave People had fo long enjoy*d under the 
2 Paternal 


—— 


( RF 


Paternal Care of their native Princes, ſeem'd 


how to be loſt for ever : their Churches were 


turned to Moſques, their Laws ſubverted, and 
their Eſtates and Perſons become the Proper- 
ty of a barbarous and foreign Tyrant. Tis 
much eaſier to imagine than deſcribe the 
Grief and Indignation of Scanderbeg on this 
Occaſion; which, great as they were, he was 
ſo much Maſter of himſelf as to conceal. He 
knew Amurath too well to expreſs the leaſt 
Reſentment whilſt he was in his Power, and 
wiſely reſerv'd himſelf till Time ſhould give 
Him an Opportunity to tree his Country and 
revenge the Injuries, done to himſelf and his 
Family. Amurath, who really loved him 
and was therefore unwilling to take his 
Lite, vainly imagined by heaping new Ho- 


nours on him at preſent, and promiſing him 


more and greater Proofs of his Favour here- 


after, to extinguiſh the Memory of his 
Wrongs, or make him think that thoſe done 
to his Brothers and his Country were none to 
him. He was not however abſolutely free 
from Suſpicion. He would ſometimes talk 
to Scanderbog of reſtoring him to his Father's 
Kingdom to diſcover, whether he entertain'd 
any ſuch Hopes; but all to little Purpoſe: 
For Scanderbeg, who knew the Succeſs oſ his 
Deſigns depended on their Secrecy, was not 
to be over - reach'd. ed be 


The War between the Turks and Higari- 
ans being renew*d. with greater Violence than 
n 1 8 ever 
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(13) 
ever, the Sultan notwithſtanding his fair 


Speeches and ſeeming Confidence in Scander- 
beg, did not think it proper to truſt him with 


the ſole Command of his Army, but ſet over 
him the Baſſa of Romania. The Chriſtian 
Army, under the Command of the great 
Hanniades, meeting the Sultan's near the 
Moravia, a River ſo called, a fierce and 
bloody Battle enſued; wherein Victory de- 


clared for the Chriſtians. The Turks loſt 


40000 Men. In this Battle Scanderbeg,with 


His Country- men the Epirots, to whom he 


had before communicated his Deſign (con- 
trary to their Cuſtom). were the firſt who 
fled, which ſo diſcouraged the Turti/ Ar- 
my, that the Rout ſoon became univerſal. 
In this Confuſion Scanderbeg and his Follow- 
ers ſeized the Turkiſo Secretary, and having 
bound and convey'd him to a private Place, 
compelPd him to write an Order, as from the 
Sultan, to the Governor of Croia, to deliver 
to Scanderbeg, now appointed Governor, the 
Charge of that City. Their own Preſerva- 
tion compell'd them to diſpatch the Secteta- 
ry. After which they Jet forward with all 
poſſible Expedition, towards Albania. As 
ſoon as they arrived there, Scanderbeg ſent 
his Kinſman Amaſie, a young Prince of an 
enterpriſing Genius (tho? afterwards a Tray- 
tor and an Apoſtate) with his Rees, 
Credentials to the Governor of Croia; who 
without Suſpicion quitted the City, of which 
Scanderbeg immediately took Poſfeiſion. But 
| 7 tho? 


46 (14) 
tho' the Turkip Governor was gone, the 
Garriſon remain'd. Scanderbeg therefore gave 
ſecret Orders to thoſe who had followed him 
from Hungary, to enter the City by fmall 


Numbers at a Time, to prevent Sufpicion ; 


who in the Dead of the Night, being join'd 
by the Citizens, fell with ſuch Fury on the 
Turks, that in a few Hours the whole Gar- 
riſon was cut off, except ſome few who ſub- 
mitted to the Government of Scanderbeg and 


embraced the Chriftian Faith. 


© Croig being thus happily recoyer'd, Meſ. 
ſengers were difpatch*d to all Parts of the 
Kingdom to proclaim the King, and excite 


the People to take Arms for the Recove 


'of their Liberty: but Fame had already 


filled all Parts of the Country with Scander- 


Beg's Return and the Reduction of Croia. 
The Epirots, who had long wiſh'd for ſuch 


a Day, were every where in Arms aſſert- 


in their Right and taking Vengeance of their 
Oppreſſors; and that with ſuch Fury, that 
in a few Days there was not a Turk to be 


found in Epirus, except in a few Garriſons, 
all which were ſoon ſubdued. Amurath 
heard of Scanderbeg's Revolt and Succeſs | 
with the utmoſt Rage and Indignation, but 


being embarraſſed with the Hungarian War, 


affected to make light of it, and for the pre» 
ſent ſpoke of it, as a matter of little Conſe- 
c 


Scanderbeg 


* 

Scanderbeg being now at Leiſure, in an 
Aſſembly convened for that Purpoſe, reſtor- 
ed the Civil Government of his Kingdom to 
it's former Order; and ſoon ſettling it's Tran- 
quility began to think it Time to annoy his 
Enemies; and Entering Macedon, where he 
met with little Oppoſition, he made the 
Sultan's Subjects pay for the Depredations his 
own had ſuffer'd, during their Maſter's Uſur- 
pation of his Country. The News of this ſo 
inraged Amurath, that tho? the Hungarian 
War was not yet ended, he order'd Alibeg, 
a Baſſa, of whoſe Conduct and Courage he 
had a high Opinion, to invade Epirus with 
40000 Men, to bring Scanderbeg to him ei- 
ther alive or dead, and to reduce the whole 
Country once more to his Subjection. The 
Epirots, who juſtly feared falling a ſecond 
time into the Hands of the Turk, and terri- 
bly allarmed at the Preparations, flock'd 
from all Parts of the Country to their King 
at Croia; who entertain'd them with his 
uſual Cheerfulneſs and Affability, but with- 
out the leaſt Sign of Fear. The Epirots, 
who were afterwards better acquainted with 
their Prince's Conduct and Intrepidity, were 
ſurprized to ſee him behave in a Manner ſo 
very improper, as they thought, conſidering 
the preſent Danger that threatned himſelf 
and People. But how was their Wonder in- 
creaſed, when they ſaw that out of the Mul- 
titude that attended and offer'd to. ſerve 


him, 
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him, Strangers as well as Epirots, he took 


only 8000 Horſe, and yooo Foot, (when 


he might have had twice that Number) and 
diſmiſſed the reſt. With this ſmall Army 
he marched to the lower Dibra, on the Bor- 
ders of Macedon, about 80 Miles from Croia. 
Where, in a narrow Paſs, defended by 
Mountains on one hand and a Wood on the 
other, he encamped and waited for the 


Turkiſh Army; upon its Approach, he 


order'd Amaſie, with 3000 Men, to conceal 
himſelf in the Wood *till the Armies ſhould 


be engaged, and then, as Opportunity of- 
fer'd, to attack the Turks in the Rear. The 


Baſſa did Scanderbeg the Juſtice to admire 


the Order of his little Army, but confiding 


in his Numbers, came on with great Reſo- 
lation and Aſſurance of Succeſs. Scanderbeg, 
at the Head of his Troops, with invincible 
Courage, ſuſtain'd the Attack; and begin- 
ning the Battle himſelf with his own Hand 
made terrible Slaughter amongſt the Turks. 


His Soldiers following the Example of their 


Leader, the Turks were ſoon put to a 


Stand. Alibeg ſeeing this, retreated in 


Hopes that Scanderbeg would have follow'd 
him into the open Country, where he might 
by his numerous Army eaſily have incom- 


paſſed and grace fol him: bat being diſap- 


pointed by the Prudence of Scanderbeg th 


Turks returned with greater Fury than be- 
fore: Upon which Scanderbeg retreated in 
his Turn, which drew his Enemy into the 

we Streight 
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Streight as he W where being at- 
cacked by Amaſie behind, and Scanderbæg 
before, their great Numbers were not onl 

uſeleſs, but haſten'd their Deſtruction by 
trampling one another to Death. Upon this 
every one began to ſhift for himſelf. The 
Baſſa and fome few others eſcaped with 
much Difficulty and left behind him 22000 
ſlain, 2000 Priſoners, 24 Standards with all 
his Ammunition, Tents and Baggage. This 
glorious Victory coſt the Chr:/#zans but 300 
Men. Scanderbeg having mounted his 7009 
Foot, with Horſes taken from the Turks, 
enter'd the Sultan's Dominions : which hav- 
ing Peg and with the Spoils greatly 
inrich'd his Followers, without reſerving 
any thing for himſelf, he return'd trium- 
phantly to Croia. | 4714 


T be Loſs of this Battle, with that before 
mention'd, gain'd by Hunniades, ſo reduc'd 
Z the Power of Amurath, that he was for- 
ced, tho? with great Reluctance, to fue to 
the Hungarians for a Peace; which they 
upon Terms, that ſeemed indeed advanta- 
geous enough for themſelves, too eafily 
granted: And thereby loft an Opportunity 
which has never ſince returned nor perhaps 
ever will: For had they aſſiſted Scander beg 
with all their Forces, inſtead of makin 
'Y Peace with Amurath, as in Juſtice and Po- 
licy they ought to have done, the Turks 
might in all Probability have been utterly 
Ts.” driven 


r 


driven out of Europe and all the Miſeries 
they have ſmce brought upon the Chriſtian 
World been prevented. A Peace was how- 
ever made and ſolemnly ſworn to by Ula- 
diflaus King of Hungary on the Evange- 
lifts, and by Amurath on the Koran, The 
old Sultan, ever melancholy and impatient, 
grew weary of the World upon theſe Diſ- 
appointments, and after revenging himſelf 
on the King of Caramania, wha had taken 
the Advantage of, his Troubles to. endea- 
vour throw off his Yoke, he refigned. his 
Crown to his Son Mahomet, and retired to 
Magneſia. Julian, Cardinal St, Angelo, the 
Pope's Legate at the Court of Hungaria, 

1 being informed that the Turki/p Affairs 
þ were in the utmoſt Confuſion under the 
iq Government of the young Sultan, perſuad- | 
| ed Uladiflaus to break the Peace and ab- 
l folved him from the Oath given to Amurarh ; 
f or, in other Words, gave him a Diſpenſa- 
1 tion to be perjured. Scanderbeg's A ſſiſtance 
was asked; who being under no Obligation 

| to the contrary, and having reſolved to omit 

; no Opportunity of diſtreſſing the common 
Enemy, raiſed an Army of 30000 Men, a 
li | greater than he ever brought into the Field, } 
—_ either before or after; deſigning to march 
them through Servia in order to join the 
Hungarians : but Providence, that purpoſed, 
as it afterwards appeared, to vindicate its 
Juſtice and make that faithleſs King an In- 
ſtance of its Severity, prevented n 
| FEA rom 
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from coming to his Aſſiſtance. The Deſpot 
of Servia, whoſe Daughter Amurath had 
married, denying him a Paſſage, a Diſpute 
aroſe; in which the Deſpot was a.Sufterer, 
yet ſo much Time was loſt, that the Battle 
of Verna was fought whilſt Scanderbeg was 
on the Borders of Servia. Theſe Dangers 
rouſed Amurath from his Stupidity. He 
quitted Magneſia, and re- aſſumed the 'Go- 
vernment. And paſſing over from Aſia to 
Europe with a numerous Army joined his 
Baſſa, and marched to ſeek the Hurgarians. 
The two Armies met near the City of Ver- 
na in Bulgaria, where a terrible Battle en- 
ſued. In which Anurath proved victori- 
ous; Nadiſlaus, the King of Hungaria and 
Poland, loſt his Life, with two Thirds of 
his Army and the Flower of his Nobility. 
Hunni ades, the valiant Prince of Tranfilva- 
nia, ſometime after King of Hungaria, very 
hardly eſcaped; and the Pope's Legate, the 
impious Promoter of this perfidious War, 
after being ſtriped and wounded, and en- 
during the utmoſt Indignities and Reproaches 

from ſome of thoſe whom he had ſeduced, 
juſtly periſh'd in the Storm, that he had 


TAE following Circumſtance from 
Knowlles's Account of this Battle is too 
remarkable to be omitted. Amurath ſeeing 
the great Slaughter of his Men, Who wers 
forced to retreat; and even ready to fly, 

"C2 took 
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620 
took the Writing out of his Boſom, wherein 
the late League was compriſed, and holding 
it in his Hand with his Eyes raiſed towards 
Heaven, ſaid; ©* Behold, thou crucified 
«©; Chriſt, this is the League thy Followers 
% have, in thy Name, made with me; 
which without Canſe' they have violated: 
Now if thou art God, as they ſay thou 
*,.art, revenge the Wrong done to thy 
Name and me; ſhew thy Power upon 
*,ithis-perjured People, who in their Deeds 
deny thee. Amurath, who was obſerved 
after this Battle to be as gloomy and diſcon- 
tented as ever, being asked the Cauſe, an- 
Wwered, that he deſired no more Victories 


at ſuch a Price. And indeed it coſt him the 


greateſt Part of his numerous Army. 

Having given Orders for the Government 
of his Empire, he once more retired: to 
Magneſia; but his reſtleſs Mind and Thirſt 
of Revenge on Scanderbeg, ſoon made him 
weary of this unaQtive Life; he quitted his 
Devotions, and returning to Adrianople, took 


the Management of the Publick Affairs 


again into his own Hands, to the no ſmall 
Mortrfication of his ambitious Son to whom 
he had a ſecond time committed them. In- 


tent on the Deſtruction of Scanderbeg, and 
hoping to ruin him by a fallacious Peace, he 


lent Ayradin, a Man of great Subtlety, as 
his Ambaſſador, to Croia. He carried with 
him Letters from Amurath full of cruel Re- 
20005 | proac hes, 
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proaches, Threats, Flattery, Promiſes and 


artful Infinuations ; calculated to work upon 


all the Paſſions, eſpecially Ambition and 


Terror; promiſing him, on Condition he 
would return to his Obedience and embrace 


the Mahometan Faith, his eternal Friendſhip, 


with a vaſt Acceſſion of Wealth and Power; 


but threatenihg him and his, if he refuſed, 


with utter Ruin and Extirpation. Scander- 


beg, who deteſted and deſpiſed theſe Propo- 
ſals and him that ſent them, diſmiſſed the 


Ambaſſador with an Anſwer that became his 


own Courage and the Juſtice of his Cauſe. 
The Sultan reading it was ſo provoked, that 
ſtroaking his white Beard according to his 
Cuſtom when he was; angry, he cried out; 
Thou deſireſt, vain Wretch, an- honourable 
„% Death; Well, take thy Wiſh; I will at- 


« tend the Funeral of my Foſter-Son: Yes, 
< tho? unbidden, I will honour in Perſon the 


Funeral Pomp of the great King of Epirus. 


To keep Scanderbeg imploy'd and waſte 
his Strength by Degrees, Amurath ſent He- 
riſes with -ygooo Horle to the Borders of 
Epirus, while he himſelf prepared to follow 
him with his whole Force. Scanderbeg had 


J iſmiſſed his Army raiſed for the Hungarian 


War, and had with him only his uſual 


Complement, which was 1 50 Foot and 


2000 Horſe. Feriſes attacked him with a 


FI great deal of Vigour; and hoping to gain 


immortal Honour and end the War at once 


(32) 

by the Death of Scanderbeg, with more 
Courage than Prudence, ſought for him 
(Where he was always to be found) in the 
Front of the Battle: Scanderbeg met and 
diſpatched him by a ſingle Blow with his 
Sabre in the Sight of both Armies; which 
ſo diſheartened the Turks that they took to 
theit Heels, but were ſo cloſely purſued by 
the Epirots, that few of them eſcaped to 
carry the News to Adrianople. 


The Sultan, who imputed the Overthrow 


of Feriſes to his own Raſhneſs, ſent Muſta- 


Sha, a Commander not leſs valiant but more 
prudent, with a freſh Supply of Troops to 
the Borders of Epirus; but charged him not 
to hazard a Battle on any Occaſion what- 
ever, but only to harrafs the Frontiers and 
conſtantly retire upon the Approach of 
Scanderbeg; telling him he ſhonld take it 
for good Service if he ſhould hear, that“ the 
«© Trees and Fruits of Epirus had felt the 
Effects of his Anger.  Mu/tapha' ſo well 


-obſerved his Orders, that having ſtrong in- 


trenched his Army on the Moutains, that 
part Macedon from Epirus, he from thence 
by ſmall Parties ſent forth from time to tine 
'grievouſly infeſted the Country; burning the 
Villages, deſtroying the Vineyards and do- 
ing all the Miſchief in their Power. Scan- 


derbe had too much Love for his ſuffering 


People as well as Regard for his own Honour 
to hear of theſe Devaſtations with Patience. 
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23 
did every thing that Policy could ſuggeſt to 
draw them from their Intrenchment; but 
finding all Attempts of this Kind ineffectual 
he relolved, if poſſible to drive them out b 

Force; which he thus effected. Scanderbeg 
obſerving a ſmall Party of Turks foraging, 
according to their daily Practice, at ſome 
Diſtance from their Camp, ſurprized them 


with 4000 Horſe and 1000 Foot, and drove 


them to their Trenches; which his Troops 
entering with the Fugitives the whole Camp 
was inſtantly filled with Terror and Confu- 
ſion. The Chriſtians, provoked with the 
Ruin of their Country, made dreadful Ha- 
vock of the Turks. Muſtapha, ſeeing all 
was loſt, eſcaped by the Port neareſt to Ma- 
cedon. Five thouſand Turks fell on the Spot 
and the reſt fled ; many of whom being af⸗ 
terwards found in Epirus were either killed 
or made Priſoners. 7 


Notwithſtanding theſe Triumphs Scander- 
beg had, like other great and Good Men, 


his Portion of Affliction. Amajie, his Kinſ- 


man, ſeduced by the Flattery of Amurath 
and his own Ambiton, deſerted his Cauſe 
and fled to Adrianople; where he embraced 
Mahometaniſm and was ever after a concealed 
20M or an open Enemy to Scanderbeg. 
Lech Zachary, who poſſeſſed a ſmall Terri- 
tory in Albania under the Protection of Scan- 
der beg, who was by Covenant to ſucceed him 
i he died without Iſſue, being baſely unt, 

thered 


n 
thered by his unnatural Kinſman, La#u- 
cagne; the Venetians, upon ſome frivolous 
Pretences, claimed Part of this Inheritance, 
and ſeizing upon the City Deyna, which lay 
convenient 197 them, fortified it againſt 
Scanderbeg. Upon this a War enſued in 
which Scanderbeg had greatly the Adyan- 
tage. He ſubdued almoſt the whole Pro- 
vince of Scu/aria and defeated an Army of 
the Venetians near the River Dryne, took 
many Priſoners, and amongſt them ſome of 
great Eminence, but ſhed as little Blood as 
poſſible. As this was a War into which he 
was forced againſt his Inclination,and in which 
Conqueſt itſelf gave him no Pleaſure, he 
was ever ready to end it upon honourable 
Terms; which he did as ſoon as they were 
offered. | 698 


During the War Mu/fapha obtaining another 
Army of the Sultan, return'd into Epirus 
and met with worſe Succeſs than before. He 
now loſt 10000 Men with his own Libert 
and that of twelve principal Officers, who. 
Ranſom coft Amurath 25000 Duckets and 
many valuable Preſents; which with the 
Plunder of the Turliſb Camp and the Contri- 
butions raiſed in Macedon, greatly enriched 
the Epirots. This Victory coſt Scanderbeg 
only three Hundred Men. ; 


Amurath having again defeated Hunnia- 
des, in a Battle which laſted three Days, on 


the 


the Plains of Caſſova, reſolved to go againſt 


Scanderbeg in Perſon, and execute the Ven- 
; | geance with. er had ſo long threaten» 
; ed him; for this Purpoſe: he aſſembled an 
F 


Army at Adrianople of 160000 Men. Scan- 
5 derbeg, who had early Information of his 
„ d and foreſaw where the Storm 


would fall, prepared for his Defence. He 
ordered thoſe who 1 10h the open Coun+ 
try in Farms and Villages to quit their Ha- 
bttations and take with chem every thing that 
was moveable; the reſt he entirely deſtroy- 
dead, that the Enemy; on their Arrival; might 


have nothing to ſubfiſt on. The Women 
and Children, and ſuch; as Infirmities and 
old Age had rendered uſeleſs, were ſent 
into. fortified Places in the remoteſt Parts of 
the Kingdom; or into the Venetian or other 
neighbouring Chriſtian, Domi nions, where 
they remained till the Danger was over. This 
however neceſſary, was very grievous to the 
Epirots. It was a, moving Scene to ſee 
aged Parents taking Leave of their Children 
and affectionate Wives of their Husbands, 
almoſt deſpairing ever to ſee them again: ſo 
terrible were heir Apprehenſions of the 
Sultan's Power. They had now long enjoy- 
ed, under their indulgent and fortunate King; 
Liberty, Safety and Proſperity : he indeed 
had perperual Wars, but Wars more ad- 
vantageous to his People than Peace itſelf. 
All theſe Bleſſings they thought muſt now 
be loſt: Some perhaps feared for hemſelves, 
5 D but 
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but all trembled for hots King and Coun- 


try. Scanderbeg alone was himſelf on this 


Occaſion : he laboured for their Preſerya- 


tion without partaking of their Fears; he 


ordered the Fortifications of Croia to be re- 
paired and improved; and ſending thence 
all who might be uſeleſs or burdenſome, he 


ſupplied it with Proviſions and Ammunition 


for twelve Months, added 1 300 Men to the 


Inhabitants for its Defence, and appointed 


Uranaconties, Governor, a Man every way 


equal to fo important a Fruſt. Of all that 


were able to bear Arms he choſe only 
10, 00 Men, with which ſmall Army be 
remained in the open Country and ſent the 
reſt to defend the Cities, and other defenſea- 
ble Places in his Dominions. Amurath, who 
travelled flow by Reaſon of his great Age, 
ſent 40000 light Horſe before him to beſiege 
Setigra de on the Borders of Macedon, the 
ſecond City for Strength in Epirus; whilſt 
he himſelf followed with the Bulk of 
his Army. The Turks were no ſooner en- 
camped before that City, but Scanderbeg cut 
off 2000 of them, to give them a Taſte of 
what Entertainment they were to expect in 
Epirus. A few Days after Amurath arrived 
and befieged the City with his whole Force, 
but with no Appearance of Succeſs, being 
repulſed with great Loſs in all his Attacks. 
At length a Villain poiſoned the Fountain 
which ſupplied the whole City with Water, 
which obliged the Garriſon to ſurrender. 
( 941 OT Amurath 
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—— 
Amurath, as he promiſed, bountifully re- 
warded the Traytor, but had him ſecretly 
made away with ſoon after. gh 6 


The Sultan, having once more recruited 
his Army, prepared for the Siege of Croia; 
not doubting but that the Reduction of the 
Capital would be followed by the Submiſſion 
of the whole Kingdom. Croza is ſituated on 
an Aſcent in the Plain of Tyranna, and in 
two Places only acceſſible, being every 
where elſe defended by impregnable Rocks. 
The numerous Troops of Amurath not only 
blocked up the City but cover'd the Plains 
to the Mountains of Tumene/fra, where 
Scanderbeg lay with his Forces to obſerve 
the Enemy. The Sultan, who knew his 
Vigilance, firſt took Care to fortify his own 
Camp and then ſummoned the City: but re- 
ceiving a reſolute Anſwer from the Gover- 
nor he mounted his Cannon and battered 
the Walls with ſuch Fury, that a Breach 
was ſoon made. Incouraged by this Succeſs 
he commanded his Troops to an Aſſault, 
but was forced, . after the Loſs of 8000 Ja- 
niſſaries, to retreat with Shame and Confu- 
fon to oppoſe Scanderbæeg; who had enter'd 


b the Trenches, -fired the Camp in ſeveral 
Places, and with dreadful Havock and 


2X Confuſion drove all before him. The old 
Sultan, being deeply affected with the Di- 
1 ſtractions of his People, gave himſelf up a 
1 P iey to Melancholy. The whole Army 
# WW was 


but all trembled for their King and Coun- 
try. Scanderbeg alone was himſelf on this 
Occaſion : he laboured for their Preſer va- 
tion without partaking of their Fears; be 
ordered the Fortifications of Croia to be re- 
paired and improved; and ſending thence 
all who might be uſeleſs or burdenſome, he 
ſupplied it with Proviſions and Ammunition 
for twelve Months, added 1300 Men to the 
Inhabitant: for its Defence, and appointed 
Uranaconties, Governor, a Man every way 
equal to fo important a Fruſt. Of all that 
were able to bear Arms he choſe only 

10,000 Men, with which ſmall Army he 

remained in the open Country and ſent the 
reſt to defend the Cities, and other defenſea- 
ble Places in his Dominions. Amurath, who 

travelled ſlow by Reaſon of his great Age, 


| camped before that City, but Scanderbeg cut 
| off 2000 of them, to give them a Taſte of 
what Entertainment they were to expect in 
Epirus. A few Days after Amurath arrived 
| and beſieged the City with his whole Force, 
but with no Appearance of Succeſs, being 
repulſed with great Loſs in all his Attacks. 
Atlength a Villain poiſoned the Fountain 
which ſupplied the whole City with Water, 
which obliged the Garriſon to ſurrender. 
(IR Sd $a bo Amurath 


| -'' fent 40000 light Horſe before him to beſiege 
ll Setigra de on the Borders of Macedon, the 
ſecond City for Strength in Epirus; whilſt 
| jt | he himſelf followed with the Bulk of 
| | his Army. The Turks were no ſooner en- 
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Amurath, as he promiſed, bountifully re- 
warded the Traytor, but had him ſecretly 
made away with ſoon after. Apt 


The Sultan, having once more recruited 
his Army, prepared for the Siege of Croia; 
not doubting but that the Reduction of the 
Capital would be followed by the Submiſſion 
of the whole Kingdom. Croza is ſituated on 
an Aſcent in the Plain of Tyranna, and in 
two Places only acceſlible, being every 
where elſe defended 'by impregnable Rocks. 
The numerous Troops of Amurath not only 
blocked up the City but cover'd the Plains 
to the Mountains of Tumene/fra, where 
Scanderbeg lay with his Forces to obſerve 
the Enemy. The Sultan, who knew his 
Vigilance, firſt took Care to fortify his own 
Camp and then ſummoned the City: but re- 
ceiving a reſolute Anſwer from the Gover- 
nor he mounted his Cannon and battered 
the Walls with ſuch Fury, that a Breach 

was ſoon made. Incouraged by this Succeſs 
he commanded his Troops to an Aſſault, 
but was forced, . after the Loſs of 8000 Ja- 
niſſaries, to retreat with Shame and Confu- 
ſion to oppoſe Scanderbeg ; who had enter'd 
che Trenches, fired the Camp in ſeveral 
Places, and with dreadful Havock and 
2X Confuſion drove all before him. The old 
2X Sultan, being deeply affected with the Di- 
ſtractions of his People, gave himſelf up a 
Prey ro Melancholy. The whole Army 
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was diſpirited: the. Council and Officers, 
more anxious for their Maſter's Life than 
the Succeſs of the War, neglected every 
thing but the Care of his Perſon. His Son 


| urs only, who gave early Proofs of his 


favage Diſpoſition, drove the unwilling Sol- 
diers to the Breach, where they were {laugh- x 
tered on Heaps without gainipg the leaſt 
Adyantage, and many received their Death 
from the Hand of that cruel Prince for fly- 
ing to avoid it. Scanderbeg, who never 
ſlept above two Hours at a time during this 
par and even then armed, with his Horſe 
and Weapons by him ; gave the Turks no 
Reft Night or Day, but by aſſaultipg them 
ſometimes in one Place ,and ſometimes in 
another, kept them in perpetual Fear. Ma- 
homet burning with Rage left the Trenches 
with a great Number of Troops, reſolving 
at all Events to aſcend the Mountains and 
ingage his Enemy there. Scanderbeg, who 
never failed of the beſt Intelligence, being 
informed of this, left 5oo Men with an 
able Officer to guard the Paſſage, which 
they did fo effectually that Mabomet ſpent 


a great deal of Time and loſt Abundance 


of Men to no Purpoſe. Scanderbeg in the 
mean while with 8000 Men march'd round 
to the oppoſite Side of the Turki/h Camp, 
where he was leaſt expected, and forcing 
their Trenches made ſuch terribleSlaughter of 
the Enemy that their former Loſſes ſeemed 
nothing in Compariſon to this. ee 
| | a 
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Scanderbeg then quitted, having prevented 
abomets Deſign, deſtroyed a vaſt Num- 


029) 
had no Reaſon to, boaſt of his Succeſs, hear 
ing this returned with his Troops to oppoſe 
Scanderbeg and fave the reſt of the Camp, 
being 1 by the 500. Epirots to his 

Entrance into the Trenches; which 


ber of his Enemies and 


lundered their 


on his own Side. The leaſt Allarm, or 
even the Name of Scanderbeg, which the 
Epirots frequently made uſe of in their 


s 


Camp without the Loſs of one ſingle Man 


Attacks to terrify their Enemies, was now 


ſufficient to ſtrike a Pannick through the 
Ottoman Army and put the whole Camp 


into Confuſion. Inftead of battering the 


City, they placed their Cannon on the Lines 
that encompaſſed their Camp. to defend 
themſelves; but this availed them little, for 
Scanderbeg continued to infeſt and deſtroy 
them almoſt at his Pleaſure. To add to 
their Misfortunes their Proviſions began to 


fail them. To remedy. this Evil, Amurath 
Xx ſent to Deſia, a City of the Venetians ; 
where for his Money bis Agents were fur- 
XJ ied with a great Quantity of Proviſions; 


but Scanderbeg intercepted the Convoy and 
ſent it all to his own Camp, leaving the 


FX Sultan to ſupply himſelf from his own Do- 
2X minions, or where elſe he could. Amu- 
X 7ath, to leave no Means  unattempted to 
make himſelf Maſter of Croia, ordered it 


to 


4 
to be undermined ; but the Rock on which 
the City was founded, could not be ſuffici- 
ently * penetrated. He then tried to cor- 
rupt the Governor, or raiſe a Mutiny in 


the City by the Force of his Bribes ; but 


being diſoppointed in both, he was prevail- 


ed on to offer Peace, — only a ſmall 


yearly Tribute to fave his Honour: bur 


-Scanderbeg abſolutely refuſing, he aban- 
doned himſelf to Deſpair, tore his white 
Beard and curſed his Deſtiny, that had re- 
ſerved him to this Shame in his old Age. 


He would ſometimes boaſt of his former 


Glory, and count over the Battles he bad 


fought and the Victories he had gained, and 


fo aggravate his preſent Miſeries by the 


Memory of his paſt Triumphs. Finding 
himſelf near his End he ſent for his Son 
and the chief Officers of his Army, to whom 
he complained bitterly and with manyTears 
of his hard Fortune in being compelled to 
reſign his Breath in an obſcure Country and 
in the Sight of his Enemy; and turning 
towards his Son, intreated him to revenge 


his Death. After which being ſpeechleſs he 


ſtruggled for ſome Time in extream Agonies 


and ſo expired. The Sultan's Fate determi- 


ned the Siege of Croia. Mahomet with his 


broken and dejected Troops took the ſhort- 
eſt Way out of Epirus; but being cloſely 
purſued by Scanderbeg, who treated them 
after his uſual Manner, that miſerable Army 
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was much more mt 8 they enter'd 
their new Maſter's Dominions. What 
| Thankſgiving to the Giver of Victory, what 
| Praiſes of their King's Wiſdom and Ma 

? 1 what mutual Congratulations on t Keie 

= Deliverance fill'd the Mouths and Hearts of 
the Epirots on this Occaſion we need not de- 
ſcribe: the Thoughts of every Reader, who 
knows the Value of Liberty, will more than 
bY that Omiſſion. 


S canderbeg, now at Litas to the great 
12 of his Subjects, married the Daughter of 
_ {ranches Conino, Prince of Durazzo; a Lady 
Jof incomparable Beauty and adorned with 
ev'ry pollible Virtue in it's higheſt Perfection. 
After which, accompanied with his fair 
Oueen, he viſited every Part of his King- 
dom to comfort and glad the Hearts of his 
WE whoſe Delight he juſtly was, after 
ES their Afflictions. In his 7 8 0 he admini- 
ſter'd Juſtice with Mercy; and indeed ſo pru- 
dent was his Government at all Times, that 
Mais his whole Reign, except when the 
WA urks infeſted Country, Perſons loaded with 
2 Gold might have travelled from one End of 
Prius to the other without being moleſted. 
lle was ſo far from opprefſing his Subjects, 
. That it became a, Proverb amongſt the neigh- 
Wouring Princes, That 2% Turks Dania 
A re Scanderbeg's 5 Revenues. . 
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his Petſon and Courage, and a Deſire to ſee 
Him and renew their former Acquaintance. 
He twice invaded Epirus in Perfon, each 
time with 200000 Men; but was both 
98 ; 9, times 
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times forced to return with infinite Same 
and Loſs. Nay he deſcended to the meaneſt 
and worſt of Villanies; he hired two Trays / 
tors to aſſaſſinate Scanderbeg, who, to the 
eternal Infamy of their Abettors, were diſ- 
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= If any thing can be more wonderful than 
the Actions of this great Man's Life, it is 
that he ſhould be preſerved, amidſt ſo many 
Dangers to which his own Courage and the 
Malice of his Enemies continually expoſed 
him, to die in Peace. Being with his Wife 
and Son at Lſſa, he was attacked with a 
violent Fever; and apprehending it to be 
mortal he recommended to the Princes his 
Confidents, and the Venetian Ambaſſador, 
X Unanimity and the Care of his Son, who 
vas then in his Minority and to whom he 
his gave much excellent Advice: But above 
ait: all Things charged him, if he ſhould live 
aps to undertake the Government of his King - 
dom, ſo to rule as to be rather beloved than 
is feared by his Subjects: whoſe Fidelity to 
1 himſelf he praiſed and for whom he. ex: 
y preſſed the greateſt Affection. While Scan- 
derbeg was thus ſetting his Houſe in Order 
and preparing for Death with the Piety of a 
TCbriſtian, and the Reſolution of a Hero; 
News was brought him that the Turks. had 
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„ 
called for his Armour; but the Strength of 
his Body not anſwering the Vigor of his 
Mind, he fainted and was by his weeping 
Attendance carried again to his Bed. Re- 
covering his Speech he bid his Officers ha- 

ſkltance of his Friends and tell 

the Turks, that he was detained fer the 
e preſent at Lyſſa, but that he would be 
ce with them to Morrow. Theſe Words of 
Stunderbeg, Spoken in his Weakneſs before 
Tr had recovered the perfect Uſe. of his 
exfon, being reported by his Officers, 
reached the Turbiſb Camp that Evening, 
and filled it with ſuch Terror that expecting 
every) Moment to be attacked the whole 
Army remained all Night under Arms, and 
at the Approach of the Day quitted their 
Station and fled, as if Scanderbeg had been 


indeed at their Heels, to the Mountains of 


Scutaria, where the greater Part of them 
miſerably periſned. While\the Turks were 
flying when none purſued,” with fervent 


Devotion and perfect Refignation to the 
Divine Pleaſure Scanderbeg died. His af- 
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flicted Kingdom and Chriſtian Confederates 
ſaſtained this irreparable Loſs on the 17th 
of Fannary 1467, in the 63d Year of his 


Age. He was interred with great Magnifi- 


cence in the Cathedral Church of Str. Micho- 4 F 
Jas at Lyſ/a. This City about nine Years 


after was taken by the. Turks; who, though 
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they hated him living, with much Reverence 


s 
took up his Bones; which with great Con- 
tention (every one ſtriving for a Part tho? 
ever ſo ſmall) they divided amongſt them; 
and after every one had, ſet his Portion in 


Silver or Gold, and adorned it with Jewels 


1 according to his Fancy, or Ability, they ſu- 


perſtitiouſly wore them as ſacred Charms or 


X Amulets againſt Cowardice and ill For- 
tune. 4:46 =o 


Scanderbeg was of a fair Complection; 
his Features regular, and his Countenance 
manly and majeſtick. In ſhort, his Face 
X was perfectly handſome without the leaſt 
2X unbecoming Softneſs. His Stature was high, 
his Limbs proportionably large and exquiſite- 
ly well made. His Conftitution naturally, 


good, was ſo improved by Temperance and 
=X Exerciſe that he could bear the extreameſt 
Viciſſitudes of Heat and Cold and the great- 
2X elt Labour without any apparent Inconveni- 
XZ ency. His Strength was wonderful; of 
which we have in ſeveral Authors many 


ſurprizing Inſtances : as his cutting two Men 
agaſunder with a fingle Stroke of his Simitar ; 


his cleaving a Man at one Blow from Head 
co Chine ; his cutting through Head Pieces 
of Iron; his killing a wild Boar at one 


Stroke, and cutting off the Head of a wild 
and fierce Buffalo at anothar, Sc. Mabo- 
met the Great, hearing of theſe aud other 
Inſtances of the like Nature, deſired to ſce 

E 2 Scanderbeg 's 


6369 

Scanderbeg's Simitar, imagining there muſt 
be ſomething extraordinary in it; but ſinding 

it like others he complain'd that Scanderbeg 


had deceived him, Who had ſent him Word, 
that he was ready at any Time to con- 1 


* vince him of the Goodneſs of his Weapon, 


* but then it muſt be in his own Hand, 


© which he cou'd not yet ſpare from the De- 


«« fence of himſelf and his Country. 


The Excelleney of his Mind, his ſarprizmg 
Genius and exalted Virtue, are fo vifible not 8 


only in the whole Courſe but almoſt ev ry 


Action of his Life, that it is only Repetition 
to ſay he was pious, wiſe, liberal, juſt and 
mercifull, cautious, not ſoon offended and 
eaſily appeaſed. Of his (forgiving Temper 
take this Inſtance. A Kinſman of his, who 


had baſely berray'd his Councels and joined 


with his Enemies the Turks, after ſome 9 
Time returned; and with a Halter about his 


Neck threw himſelf at his Feet: Scanderbeg 


not only raiſed him from the Ground and 
embraced him with great Tenderneſs, but 


immediately reſtored him to his former Com- 
mand and Share in his confidence and Favour. 
That his Judgment was perfect in his Youth 
without the Help of Experience, witneſs his 
Conduct under Amurath and his artfull Reco- 
very of his nati ve Dominions: and that Time 
did not in the leaſt abate the Ardor of his 
Courage we have the ſtrongeſt Proof from 
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„ 
his Behaviour, when in the Article of Death. 
It is aſſerted from the undoubted Evidence of 
thoſe who ſerved under him, that in his 
Wars with the Turks he killed above three 
Thouſand of them with his o.]n Hands, and 
that his Troops were never defeated in any 
Battle in which he was preſent. He did not 
uſe to ſay to his Soldiers, Gn en, but Follow 
me. In Battle he exerted himſelf with ſuch 
Violence, that the Blood has been ſeen to 
burſt from his Month and other Parts of his 
Face. He was never known to retreat from 
a ſingle Adverſary but once; and that in the 
following manner. Scanderbeg giving ſome 
Orders to his Army, a private Soldier, with 
more Petulance perhaps than Malice, con- 
tradicted him; which he ſo reſented as to 
draw his Sabre; upon which the Fellow rode 
away as faſt as he could and Scanderbeg after 
him, till they came to the Brink of a River; 
when the Soldier turn'd about and drawing 
his Sabre told Scanderbeg that he was ſor- 
* ry to oppoſe his Prince, but Nature bid 
*© him defend his Life:“ This reſpe&tull but 
reſolute Behaviour ſo charm'd Scanderbeg that 
he retired and told the Soldier, he had 
* much rather have ſuch a Man for his 
Friend than Enemy,” and returning with 
him to the Camp immediately advanced and 
eſteem'd him ever after. Proſperity never 
made him vain, nor Adverſity dejected: He 
had learn'd both how to want and how to a- 

bound. 
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e 
bound. He had no Ambition, no Avarice, 


no luxurious A ppetite to gratiſie : He fought 5 


not for Power but Liberty; he ſpoiled his 
Enemies to humble them, and to ſubſiſt his 
own People, not to enrich himſelf. When 
His Affairs wou'd permit he kept a ſumptuous 
Table for his Officers and Friends; but he 
himſelf eat but once a Day, and that but 
Paringly. He never flept more than five 
Hours in the twenty four, and in Times of Dan- 
ger wou' d ſatisfy himſelf with two. His Sol- 
diers were richly. habited but their King ge- 
nerally very plain, but upon proper Occaſi- 
ons he wou'd appear dreſt and attended with 
the utmoſt Magnificencge. 
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